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Building 
Relationships 
That Last 
a Lifetime 

A library card is the most valuable academic 
resource a student can have in his or her repertoire.  
At the Oxford Public Library we understand the 
importance of not only providing access to carefully 
researched educational tools, academic databases, 
and homework resources, but to a confident and 
reliable team of librarians comprised of some of 
the most leading-edge and most knowledgeable 
information professionals in the industry.  One of the 
most significant attributes that makes OPL unique 
from most other small-town libraries is that we are 
very fortunate to have a team of Mastered degreed 
librarians and certified teachers who specialize in 
Secondary and Elementary Education on our staff in 
our Youth, Teen and Adult Services Departments.

  With diversified backgrounds in Early Childhood 
Development and Lifelong Learning, at OPL we are 
in the business of developing critical thinkers by 
preparing them to be global leaders.  Our collection 
of both online and print resources supports an 
International Baccalaureate curriculum.  Additionally, 
we have been able to leverage an emerging strategic 
partnership with our local school systems that has 

helped us bring the resources your child needs 
right to their classroom or to your home.   
Whether your student attends public, parochial, 
charter schools, or is homeschooled, OPL has 
specialized resources to meet your needs. 

The Michigan eLibrary (MeL.org) provides access  
to online resources for teachers, parents and 
students in the areas of Elementary, Secondary  
and K-12 Education.  There are additional resources 
and homework helpers for parents geared toward 
ensuring your child has a successful academic 
experience.  In addition to the resources available  
at MeL.org, the Oxford Public Library subscribes  
to Rosetta Stone® online Library Solutions with 
30 different world languages available at your 
fingertips.  OPL has negotiated a contract making 
this robust, respected and authoritative resource 
available to all Oxford residents, as well as to 
students and faculty of Oxford Community 
Schools.  Stop by or contact the Youth Services 
Desk at 248.628.3034 ext. 216 for details.  Not 
finding the resource you need?  Make sure to let 
us know.  We are always taking recommendations 
into consideration for future release. Transforming 
Tomorrow, Preserving Our Past, and Enriching  
Lives Today is not only our mission, but ingrained  
in who we are at the Oxford Public Library.         

     

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com
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Library News & Something for Everyone 

2 • Oxford Public Library

2017 Oxford Public Library, 
Public Servant of the Year
Patricia Backus
This award is presented by the Library 
Director, to a member of the Oxford Public 
Library staff who demonstrates service 
before self, and exemplifies endless levels of 
dedication, professionalism and commitment 
to serving the residents of Oxford.  Please join 
us in congratulating Library Page (shelver), 
Pat Backus, who always brings a positive 
outlook and a great deal of care and pride in 
making sure the Library’s collections are in 
order, clean and neat.  Congratulations Pat, 
you deserve it!

Celebrate Music 
Gardenside
Stop by the Library 
to hear the following 
performers in the  
atrium, Gardenside:
Mountain Echo Dulcimer
Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.
Hurdy-Gurdy Crafters of Metamora
Thursday, January 18, 7:00 p.m.
Fenton Lakes Chorus Sweet Adelines 
Thursday, February 15, 7:00 p.m.

Flipster – Coming to OPL!
Instant access to the 
magazines you  
know and love in an
easy-to-read digital 
format. Stop by any 
reference desk at the 
Library for more information. 
 
What’s New in Toyland
Monday, December 4
7:00 p.m.
Join Funky Monkey toy shop 
owner Tom “Mr. Monkey” in the 
Library atrium for a show and 
tell about what games and toys 
are on (or should be on) 
everyone’s holiday shopping list.

The Library will have our new circulating game 
collection on display as well.  Be sure to stop 
by and check out all the goodies and pick up 
a Funky Monkey discount coupon for attending 
this event!

www.MiOPL.org

Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

•  Nancy Lovell
    In Memory of Luella Christine Hunter

Tim Hortons of Oxford

Facts & Figures

2017 Data       _ ____
January  15,145   61  9,856  1,559   1,194   101  1,359 
February   15,877   48   8,883  1,635  17   91   1,496
March 17,379   64   1,326  1,809  113   111   1,546 
April  14,541   71  1,563  1,553   13   101  1,313 
May   14,756   36   598  1,545  447   114   1,241
June 19,765   50   1,224  1,613  1,918   39   3,723  
July  21,022   62  1,927  1,628   287   69  4,728 
August   19,003   33   1,525  1,790  19   65   3,779
September 15,370   40   765  1,452  14   77   1,369  
FYTD Totals 152,858 465 27,667 14,584 4,022 768 20,554
Percent Change (12) 13 219 4 6 5 (3)

Items 
Checked Out

Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
Transactions
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Ernest Hemingway and his writings are usually associated with 
African safaris, marlin fishing off Cuba’s coast, bullfighting, and 
exotic international sites like Paris, Spain, and Italy. All his life, 
Hemingway sought, enjoyed, and wrote about new places and 
experiences. The first of these places was much closer to his 
hometown of Oak Park, Illinois.  It was northern Michigan.
Explore the years Ernest Hemingway spent in Michigan and the 
literature he wrote about this state.

Clarke Exhibit Grand Opening 
Friday, January 12, 2:00 p.m.
We will be honored to welcome Frank Boles, Director of the Clarke 
Historical Library, and Michael R. Federspiel, Professor of History 
at Central Michigan University, for a look at Hemingway’s personal 
and literary connections to Michigan and how the Clarke Historical 
Library preserves and promotes those connections.  Special artifacts 
from the Clarke will be on display and light refreshments will be 
served.  Please join us fireside, in the adult room. 
 
Fun Activities!
We will have crafts, puzzles, coloring sheets, 
a scavenger hunt, and more while the Clarke 
Exhibit is here.  This is for ALL ages. Be sure to 
stop by each department to see what the fun is 
all about.

Michigan-Related Art Exhibit
There will be art exhibited throughout the 
library reflecting all things Michigan.

FIRESIDE CHAT & DISCUSSION
Fridays @ 2:00 p.m.

January 12 
Hemingway in Michigan Grand Opening 
Frank Boles, Director of the Clarke Historical Library, and Mark 
Federspiel, Professor of History at Central Michigan University.

January 19 
Ernest Hemingway: A Life in Michigan (DVD)
DVD and discussion to follow.

January 26
Hemingway as a Young Man
John Cohassey will be on hand to talk about Hemingway 
as a young man and his summers in Michigan.  His booklet 
Hemingway’s Last Good Country: Northern Michigan as He 
Knew It will be available for purchase.

February 9
Artifacts from Hemingway’s Era
Join members of the Northeast Oakland Historical Society as 
they share mid-twentieth century artifacts of interest.

Hemingway in Michigan Traveling Exhibit
From the Clarke Historical Library Central Michigan University

January 5 – February 23



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
December 19 (holiday party!), 
January 16, February 20
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new players.   
No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
December 6, January 3, 
February 7
Bring a piece 
of your work to 
share, or get 
inspired to begin 
a new project.  
For ages 18 or older. 

Book Walk – 
Fireside Book Talk
Tuesdays at 1:30
December 5, January 2, 
February 6
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a 
fireside book 
talk.  Share what you’ve enjoyed 
reading and get suggestions for 
new books to try. 
 
Make ‘n Take Week of 
December 18 
Create a special 
winter craft. While 
supplies last!

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by 
calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222. 

Cooking the Books: Food, 
Fun and New Friends
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
December 12:  Cookie Exchange
January 9:  Hemingway Foods from 
Michigan, Paris, and Cuba
February 13:  Candy Contest 
Pick a cookbook out of the 
Library’s collection that follows 
the chosen theme for that  
month.  Make a recipe from  
it to share with others. 

Book Club? Book Club!
December:
Friday, December 1
2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 27
7:00 p.m.
The Paris Wife by Paula 
McLain
 
January:
Friday, January 5, 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 31, 7:00 p.m.
Two Hearted River from the Nick Adams Stories 
by Ernest Hemingway

February:  
A special speaker from 
Rochester College, Professor 
John Robert Todd, J.D.,  
will discuss Huckleberry Finn:  
A Great Satire Against Slavery
Friday, February 2, 2:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 26, 7:00 p.m.
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

 

Gingerbread Houses 
Thursday, December 7
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
For adults only – now it’s 
your turn to get in on the 
Gingerbread fun!  Decorate 
premade graham cracker 
gingerbread houses using frosting, candy 
and more. Please register early.

For those of you who offered to donate 
a bag of candy or a box of graham 
crackers, please contact the adult desk as 
soon as possible to let us know what you 
will be donating. Thanks!

  
  Adult Winter Reading
  January 12 – February 23
  The World According to Michigan
  Have fun this winter when 
  you sign up for the Adult
  Winter Reading Program.  
  Registration begins
  January 12.  Enjoy any 
  book or audiobook and get chances to win 
  prizes. We will have weekly prize drawings 
  beginning Friday, January 19, at 2:00 p.m. 
  The Grand Prize drawing will be February 23.

Winter Bird Watching 
Monday, January 29, 7:00 p.m.
Join Daryl Bernard, 
Executive Director of 
Seven Ponds Nature 
Center, for a lively talk 
about bird watching 
through the winter months. 

Road Trip: Hemingway Country
Wednesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.
Join Ron Rademacher, 
author of the Michigan 
Back Roads series of 
books, as he takes us on 
a Michigan road trip with 
a visit to Hemingway country along the way.  
*Paid for by funds provided by the Oxford 
Public Library Friends.

Upcoming  
Adult Programs
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Teen Services
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  Return to the Escape Room (Lock-In)
  Friday, February 9 
  6:00 - 9:00 p.m. (doors open @ 5:45 p.m.) 
  Last summer’s Escape Room was so popular we’ve decided to 
  repeat it—with all new puzzles & riddles to solve! We expect this 
  program will fill up just as quickly, so sign up early to guarantee a 
  spot! Space limited! Parent-signed permission slip required.  
 

Catch a Good Read- 
Winter Reading Program
January 12 through February 16
There’s nothing like a good book to warm you up on a cold day. For every 
book you read, submit the title for an entry into our prize drawing. This
 year we’re giving away a gift certificate to Urban Air Trampoline Park!

Saturday CrafterNoon
First Saturdays, Noon - 4:00 p.m. (while supplies last)
December 2: House Colors Ornament
January 6: Make a paper snowflake
February 3: Decorate (and eat) a cookie. Yum!

  Join The Club
  Check out our year-round clubs especially for teens! No need 
  to sign-up. Just drop in!

  Fandom Kingdom
  First Mondays: Dec. 4, 2017; Jan. 8, Feb. 5
  4:00 - 5:00 p.m. (Teen Area Magazine Room)
  Meet others who share your interests and discover new Fandoms   
  at this teen-run program (this means YOU decide what to do each 
  month—whether discussing the latest film adaption or sharing your 
  fan fiction). Whatever your Fandom, this is the place for you!

  Perler Bead® Club
  Third Wednesdays: Dec. 18, 2017; Jan. 15, Feb. 19
  4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
  Drop in and create a masterpiece!

  Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
  Fourth Thursdays: January 25 & February 22  
  5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
  It’s YOUR Teen Department! Help brainstorm programs, service 
  projects, and materials to add to the collection. TAB members 
  also have exclusive opportunities to assist with special projects.

Winter Trivia Nights

Potter Trivia Night 
Tuesday, January 23: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Have a special meeting with the sorting hat and 
earn points for your house! Winning team earns 
the house cup. Movie and book trivia will be covered.

Star Wars Trivia Night
Tuesday, February 27: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Choose to be on dark side or on Jedi path and earn space 
battles by being strong with the force. (Costumes encouraged) 
 
Winter Mysteries

Murder Mystery Series
Second Tuesdays of the Month: January 9 & February 13 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
To the library, my dear Watson! Work together to solve a mystery 
by finding clues, breaking codes, and solving 
puzzles. (Think of it as Escape Room training)

Other Programs

SAT Practice Test
Saturday, January 6
10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Follow Up Meeting for Results- Thursday, January 11, 7:00 p.m.
Adult-proctored practice test with personalized results. 
Bring #2 pencils and a graphing calculator. Follow Up meeting for 
test results will be Thursday, January 11, 7:00 p.m. Please provide 
an e-mail address when registering. 

Study Skills Class
Monday, January 9
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
It’s a new school year and it’s time to develop new study habits!  
Aimed at middle schoolers and their parents, learn how to get 
organized and focused on school work.  This presentation is 
from Above Grade Level Tutoring. 

  Become a Volunteer and WIN!—As a Teen Volunteer, you’ll have the
  chance to earn awesome prizes and be eligible for exclusive (and 
  awesome) opportunities only offered to Teen Volunteers. You’ll also 
  receive community service hours toward NHS, Scouting, and other 
  youth groups. Visit the Teen Desk for details. MUST be in grades 6-12
   to qualify for this program.

  PLEASE NOTE: All of our teen programs are created with teens in 
  mind and are for young people in grades 6-12 ONLY! Parents, please 
  make alternate plans for younger siblings. Due to limited space and 
  resources, some programs may require registration. So sign up early 
  to guarantee a spot!

Teen Programs Winter 2018
Registration for Winter 2018 Programs 
Begins Friday December 1, 2017 @ 10:00 a.m.
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Winter Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
November programs are ongoing.  Call to inquire about openings. 
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or by phone at 
(248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for the Winter Session begins Monday, December 11.

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
January 8 through February 12
Babies like stories and music too!  This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.  
We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, so 
please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 9 through February 13
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler.
We want to make this a special time for you and your toddler so 
please make other arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years)  
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
January 11 through February 15
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes.  Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures  
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 10 through February 14
Listen to stories and be creative with 
arts and crafts and other activities.

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
January 11 through February 15
Build amazing creations every week!  Each week 
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages  
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
   January 10 through February 14
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this storytime 
   for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
   January 11 through February 15  
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, songs, 
   rhymes and more! 

Gingerbread Houses (All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 9
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3: 1:30 p.m.
Registration is required and 
begins November 27.
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to 
help you build a gingerbread house with graham 
crackers, frosting and candies! 
 
Elf on a Shelf (All ages)
December 1 - 22
A mischievous elf has taken up residence in the Youth 
Department. Find her and you’ll receive a holiday sticker. 
 
Holiday Break Crafts (All ages)
December 26 - 29, 2017 & January 2 - 6, 2018
Drop-in program, no registration required 
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a 
variety of winter crafts to make and take home.

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)
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Youth Services
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Teddy Bear Sleepover 
(All ages of stuffed animals)
Do you ever wonder what your stuffed 
animals do at night? Drop off a favorite 
stuffed animal at the library for our Teddy 
Bear Sleepover and you will find out. We’ll take pictures of 
their fun and post them for you. Drop off one stuffed animal 
anytime between Monday, January 22 and Thursday, 
January 25. Pick up your stuffed animal any time beginning 
Monday, January 29.

Hunt for Hearts (All ages)
During the month of February, we will be hiding paper hearts 
throughout the Youth Department. If you find one and bring it 
to us at the Youth Desk, you’ll be entered into a prize drawing 
for a soft and huggable prize. 

 
 

***Parent Information***
Preschool Fair
Wednesday, February 28, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Preschools from Oxford and the surrounding areas will be here to 
provide information to prospective parents about their preschools. 

***Special Family Programs***
MythCrackers: Common Animal Myths (All ages)
Wednesday, January 17, 6:30 p.m.
Are owls really wise?
Can a porcupine shoot its quills?
Do turtles come out of their shells?
Discover the answers to these questions and more in this live animal 
presentation. This program uses audience participation to address 
common animal myths and find out if they are “correct” or “cracked.”  
Presented by the Howell Nature Center.

Family Book Bingo (Ages 5 and up)
Saturday, February 3, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon
Registration is required and begins December 11. 
Note: Please sign up all family members who will attend.
Come to the library, play Bingo, and win books as prizes.
Bring the family and have a great time!

 

  ***Congratulations***
  1st 1000 Books Before Kindergarten Finisher

  Congratulations to Prudence C. for being the first child to reach
  1000 books read in our 1000 Books Before Kindergarten initiative. 
  Prudence achieved this goal in just 5 months. For more information 
  or to sign up for the program, see a Youth Services staff member.

Special Programs Continued 
(registration required when noted)

S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) is back!  All during the school year, you will 
find a S.T.E.A.M. activity to explore with your children at our 
S.T.E.A.M. Station in the Youth Department.  Each month, we 
will feature a different topic to learn about with a hands-on 
activity.  Drop in anytime to explore the S.T.E.A.M. Station.

S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All ages)
Saturday, December 16 – Weight
Saturday, January 20 – Measurement
Saturday, February 17 – Expressions 
Stop in anytime during the day for our S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons 
and create an art project that ties in with the S.T.E.A.M. Station 
activity of that month.

Prudence with her prize book for reaching 1000 books read.
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Thursday, November 23, 2017 (Thanksgiving Day)
Friday, November 24, 2017 (Thanksgiving observed)
Saturday, December 23, 2017 (Christmas Eve observed)

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 20, 2017
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
Wednesday, February 21, 2018

   From the Friends...
   The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special projects. Thanks to the 
   community support, our annual fall book sale was a huge success. Between membership dues and book sales, 
   we raised over $2,600.  This was our best sale to date.  Please keep on donating those books!
  
   Our next large venture is a Holiday Vendor’s Fair which will be held in the community room of the library 
   (where the book sales are held) on Saturday, November 25th from 11 to 4. While downtown supporting your
   local stores on Small Business Saturday, please stop in and browse the fair. There are sure to be many unique  
   gifts available.

   The OPL Friends have beautiful new purple book bags for sale for $3.00 at the welcome desk or if you join 
   the Friends you will receive one for free.  Ask a staff member at the information desk for an application.

   Annual Silent Auction coming in February!

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee

Ms. Pam Brooks

Trustee

Mr. Dennis Erard

Trustee

Ms. Alice Kowalski

Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 

Monday, December 25, 2017 (Christmas Day observed)
Saturday, December 30, 2017 (New Year’s Eve observed)
Monday, January 1, 2017 (New Year’s Day)


