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Building a 21st 
Century Library  

B
uilding a 21st century 
library does not come 
without a sizable 
investment and an 

ongoing commitment to maintain continually changing 
technology, environmental necessities and hidden 
integrity of an aging infrastructure.  Some of the more 
substantial investments we have most recently made 
to our building have been replacing the cedar shakes 
around the entire exterior façade, painting all the 
interior walls within 
the public service 
areas, upgrading 
and replacing all 
staff computers in 
preparation for a 
new online catalog 
and circulation 
system that is set 
to debut the end of 
May, upgrading and 
replacing antiquated technology cabling that is buried 
in the concrete floors and behind the walls, upgrading 
and improving Internet connectivity, replacing the public 
service desk in our Adult Services Department to make 
it more user friendly, welcoming, and ADA compliant, 
and the public services desk in our Youth Services 
Department, including a spatial redesign that opened 
up the line of sight for both safety and security, as well 
as substantial upgrades to our community rooms to 
include ceiling mounted projectors,  a state of the art 
sound system, AV equipment and new podiums. 

Each of these projects in their accumulative sum, 
exceeds a financial commitment of well over half a 
million dollars in investments made in about a year-and-
a-half time. Capital improvement projects have not 
been the only investment we have made at OPL.  Our 
online database and research tools budget has more 
than doubled to allow the largest one-time increase 
we have made in this area in the history of OPL.  We 
understand that your needs extend beyond the physical 
walls of our facility and to the hours we are open to the 
public.  This is why we have made the commitment to 
invest significantly in online resources made readily 
available to you 24/7 by means of the hidden power of 

your Library Card.  
You are the reason 
we come to work 
every day—coupled 
with the talented 
and dedicated 
library staff and our 
board of directors, 
it makes building 
a 21st century 
sustainable library 

that much easier.  To sum things up, Coretta Scott King 
once stated: “the greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compassionate actions of 
its members.”  Transforming Tomorrow, Preserving 
our Past, and Enriching Lives Today.  This is what 
OPL stands for, and this is why our small-town 
library is changing lives one person at a time. 
Thank you for being part of the journey with us. 
Enjoy summer reading!

Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO
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Mission Statement

The Oxford Public Library provides 

access to the world, enriches the 

community, and promotes lifelong 

learning and enjoyment.

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

E E

The Greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compassionate 

actions of its members.
Coretta Scott King
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Commemoratives 
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

• Calvin & Pamela Mott
   In Memory of Ella June Walton Clark
• Bryan Cloutier
   In Memory of Ronald Rolando

Many thanks to everyone who made 
donations toward Hope Closet 2018! 
Thanks to the generosity of the Oxford 
community, OPL was able to collect 
over 100 dresses along with several 
pairs of shoes and other accessories 
to contribute toward this very worthy 
cause. Hope Closet is a non-profit 
organization working to provide young 
women with the opportunity to attend 
special High School events with a 
dress of their choice, regardless of 
financial constraints or limitations. 

Tim Hortons/Cold Stone Creamery for 
donating reading coupons throughout 
the year.

Facts & Figures
Items 

Checked Out
Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
Transactions

2018 Data       _ ____
January  15,694   58  7,454  1,467   1,558   120  1,366 
February   15,182   48   7,338  1,406  101   106   1,570
March 17,588   64   1,190  1,648  207   138   1,608  
FYTD Totals 48,464 170 15,982 4,521 1,866 364 4,544

Something for Everyone
Bookface
A photo game where you 
transform yourself using 
the cover or picture from a 
book.  Popular on Instagram, 
Facebook and Pinterest.  
Bring your camera and get 
your Bookface on @ the 
Library - all summer long. 
 
Sounds of Nature Scavenger Hunt 
July - All Month Long
Do you know what an 
Ostrich sounds like when 
it’s angry? Stop by one 
of the reference desks 
to pick up a copy of our 
scavenger hunt and then head outside to 
find these sounds of nature.  No Ostrich in 
your neck of the woods? No worries!  There 
will be weekly posts on our Facebook page 
for you to hear some of the more unusual 
sounds.  If you complete your sheet be 
sure to turn it in for a chance to win a 
special prize.

Wildlife Safari (All Ages)
Tuesday, July 31
Session 1: 4:00 p.m.
Session 2: 5:30 p.m.
Session 3: 7:00 p.m.
*Registration is required, and begins June 8
Go on an expedition around the world 
without having to leave the building! Wildlife 
Safari will bring the magic and adventure of 
animals to OPL for a truly unique hands-on 
experience! Space is limited.

Water & Art
Did you know that 
Oakland County has 
a Kids’ Clean Water 
Calendar Contest?  
Fourth and Fifth grade 
students within Oakland County are 
invited to submit drawings depicting 
various ways to help protect our lakes, 
streams, rivers and groundwater from 
pollution and how to conserve water. You 
can get more information at www.oakgov.
com.  We loved the idea and so we’re 
encouraging everyone to create a piece 
of art that shows your ideas on how to 
protect and conserve our water.  Submit 
a picture and we will post it on Facebook, 
or bring it by the Library to share. 
 

  New Seed Library
  Why save seeds? Growing 
  and saving the seeds of 
  heirloom plants offers a more 
  diverse and stronger seed 
  stock of plants. Plus, growing 
  your own food is fun and   
  delicious. And by participating in the seed 
  library you are helping to create a culture of 
  sharing and community. It’s simple:  plant, 
  grow and enjoy and then return new seeds 
  to share. Stop by the Adult Desk to choose 
  your free seed packets or to get more  
  information about this new collection. 



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
June 19, July 17, August 21
Play traditional bingo and win 
books. Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new 
players.  No 
registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
June 6, July 11, August 1
Bring a piece 
of your work to 
share, or get 
inspired to 
begin a new 
project. For 
ages 18 or older. 

Book Walk
Tuesdays at 1:30
June 5, July 10, August 7
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a walk 
around Powell 
Lake. Share 
what you’ve enjoyed reading 
and get suggestions for new 
books to try.

We’re here to help…
Have more than 
a quick computer 
question?  Need 
help with your 
smartphone 
or e-reader?  
The Adult Services Department 
offers assistance and one-on-one 
appointments free of charge.
Call for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by calling 
(248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

 

Dot Journal
Monday, June 11
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
It’s a to-do list, a journal 
and a planner all in one.  
Come pick up your free 
journal and learn some fun techniques 
and layouts to get you started. Supplies 
are limited and you must register for this 
program in order to get a journal.

Makey-Makey (All Ages Welcome!)
Friday, June 22
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
What is it? Makey Makey 
is a kit that connects 
to your computer and 
lets you create new ways to be inventive 
(and have fun).  Have you ever played the 
piano on a banana?  Stop by the Library 
on Friday, June 22 to see a demo on how 
we can turn everyday objects into musical 
instruments, games and more!  The Makey 
Makey kit will be on display in the Adult 
Department the week of June 25 and then it 
will be available for checkout. 

We also have other special collections 
that check out in the Adult Department – 
games, cake pans and puzzles.  Want to 
try a new game?  Shut-the-box is great 
for gatherings large or small.  We’d be 
happy to show you how to play.

Painted Rocks because 
Libraries Rock!
Thursday, July 26
Drop in from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Stop by and paint a rock. 
Why?  For fun!  We will 
have some rocks and art 
supplies on hand but feel 
free to bring a small rock 
of your own. (for adults and 
teens in grade 6 and up) 

Better Made in Michigan
Monday, August 13, 7:00 p.m.
Better Made, as in the 
potato chip!
Journalist and author 
Karen Dybis is back for 
a presentation about 
her book “Better Made in Michigan: A 
Salty Story of Detroit’s Best Chip.” She 
will include many photos and details not 
included in her book, and yes there will be 
samples to enjoy.

Upcoming 
Adult Programs

Libraries Rock! Adult Summer 
Reading Program
June 8 through August 10
Have fun this summer when you sign up for 
the Adult Summer Reading Program.  Read 
about things that “rock” and get chances to 
win prizes.  Choose from our reading lists or 
write a book review to receive extra chances 
to win.  Registration begins June 8 and we 
will have weekly prize drawings beginning 
Friday, June 15 at 2:00 p.m.  The Grand 
Prize drawing will be August 10.



Teen Services
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Summer Reading 2018
Registration for Summer Reading 
begins June 8 at 10:00 a.m.
Libraries Rock! Stop by the Teen Desk to sign up for 
Summer Reading.  Earn tickets by filling out a bingo 
card, volunteering, and participating in programs. 
Use your tickets to win books and other cool prizes! 
Summer Reading Book Store:  July 30-August 10, 12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

 

Rock Star Mysteries
Tuesday June 12th & Tuesday July 10th
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Become a master sleuth! Solve these cases 
together by finding clues, breaking codes, and 
solving puzzles. Please bring your attention to detail. 
Please register for this event as space is limited.

Life-Sized Scrabble
Wednesday, June 27, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Work together in teams to master the life-sized Scrabble board!  
Can you get a triple word score?

Book Bingo
Thursday, July 12, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Play bingo for a chance to win some new books!   

Make BIG Art
Friday, July 20, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Grab a poster board and some paint and create some art!

Drop In Programs
Looking for something to do? Drop in and have some fun! 
No registration needed!

Make and Take Mondays
Mondays
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. or until supplies run out. 

          • Monday, June 11: Duct Tape Pouches

          • Monday, June 18: CD Sun Catchers

          • Monday, June 25: Decorate a Record

          • Monday, July 2: Decorate a Guitar Pick 

          • Monday, July 9: Record Dream Catchers

          • Monday, July 16: Sheet Music Origami

          • Monday, July 23: Book Marks

          • Monday, July 30: Maker Cart

Swap Your Books!
Store: Friday, June 15, 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Drop off: June 8 - June 14
What better way to kick off summer reading than by trading your 
old books for someone else’s old books!  Drop off your books 
in exchange for tickets that can be spent in our store.  

Rock Design 
Tuesday, June 26, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Use markers, paint, glitter, and more to decorate your new pet rock. 
Use your creation to decorate your garden, use as a paperweight, 
or to give away as a funny gift to a friend. Bring your imagination! 

Rock Guitar Hero Night 
Tuesday, July 24, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Bring out your inner rock star and play Guitar Hero 
with friends on the big screen! We will also snack 
on treats, play some mini games, and cheer 
on fellow guitarists. No previous Guitar Hero 
experience necessary.  

Continued on page 5

Teen Programs Summer 2018

Lock-In Programs
Karaoke Night
Friday, June 22, 6:00 - 9:00 pm.
Join us for a night of snacks and singing!  
Not comfortable with performing in front of other 
people? We’ll also have crafts and games. Round 
out the night with our traditional lock-in game. 
Registration and permission slip required.

Lock-In, To the Max!
Friday, August 10, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
It’s like summer camp, for one night only!  This Lumber Janes 
themed lock-in is fun for everyone.  Join a cabin and compete 
in activities and games.  The winning team gets a silly prize!  
Registration and permission slip required.
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Join the Club 
Check out our year-round programs! 
Maker Saturdays
First Saturdays: June 2, July 7, August 4
Noon - 4:00 p.m. (or until supplies run out)
We’ll be rolling out our Maker Cart, so bring your creativity! 
Different craft supplies each month. 

Perler Bead Club
Third Wednesdays: June 20, July 18, August 15
3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Drop in and make a Perler Bead masterpiece. 

Teen Advisory Board
Fourth Thursdays: June 28, July 26, August 23
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Help brainstorm programs, service projects, and materials to 
add to the collection. TAB members are also the first to hear 
about upcoming programs and have exclusive opportunities 
to assist with special projects.

Teen Writing Group
Thursdays: June 21, July 5, July 19
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Do you like to write?  No matter what you write, we want you to join 
us!  Meet other teens who like to write, try out new forms of writing, 
do fun exercises, and share your writing with the group, if you’d like.

  Become a Teen Volunteer & WIN!
  We need responsible volunteers for Summer Reading!  As a Teen   
  Volunteer, you’ll have the chance to earn prizes and be eligible for 
  exclusive (and awesome) opportunities—just for helping out at 
  your library! You’ll also be able to earn hours toward NHS, 
  Scouting, and other service groups. Stop by the Teen Desk for 
  details. MUST be in grades 6-12 to qualify for this program.

  PLEASE NOTE: All of our programs are created with teens 
  in mind and are for young people in 6th-12th grades ONLY! 
  Parents, please make alternate plans for younger siblings. 
  Due to limited space and resources, some programs may 
  require registration.

4th Grade Battle of the Books 

   Nineteen 4th grade teams representing Oxford’s elementary schools 
   competed in Battle of the Books on April 10, 2018 at the Oxford High 
   School Performing Arts Center.  The 4th graders read five books on 
   their own time in preparation for the Battle. This year, it took six 
   tie-breaker questions to reach a winner.  The winning team, The 
   Bookworms, represented Lakeville Elementary.  The Best Team 
   Name winners were Fire Reading Dragons (Oxford Elementary) and 
   the Best Costume winners were the Liberty Belles (Leonard). 
   Special thanks to the Oxford Public Library Friends for sponsoring 
   the awards and cookies at the Battle.

2018 4th Grade Battle of the Books Winning Team
“The Bookworms”

Lakeville Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxford Middle School Battle of the Books

   Thank you to all of the teams who participated in this year’s Battle 
   of the Books!  Four teams competed at the Oxford Middle School 
   Commons on April 19, 2018.  Each team read five books and 
   answered questions testing their knowledge of the materials. The 
   winning team this year was Readers Strike and the Chedderators 
   took home the prize for best costumes.  Refreshments and awards 
   were provided by the Oxford Public Library Friends.
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The Youth Summer Reading Program is for children ages 3 to going into 
6th grade.  Those going into 6th grade have the option of staying with 
the youth program or moving up to the Teen Program.

 
Registration:  June 8 – July 6

Register in person, online (www.MiOPL.org), 
or by phone (248) 628-3034 x216.  If you register online or 

by phone you must come in to pick up your materials by July 6.  

Upon registering, you will be given a reading log and stickers.  You will 
keep track of the days you read beginning on the day you register.  For 
every day that you read (or someone reads to you) at least 20 minutes, 
you put a sticker on your reading log.  Each time you read 5 days, bring 
your log to the Youth Desk and receive a reading coin.  Save up your 
reading coins to buy books in our Story Room Bookstore where we have 
a large selection of books for all ages.  It is your responsibility to keep 
track of your coins.  We cannot replace lost coins.

Award Celebration
Turn your reading log in at the Youth Desk from July 23-August 3 
to receive an invitation to the Award Celebration which will be on 
Wednesday, August 8 at the Library. Note: To receive an invitation,
you must hand in your reading log with at least 25 days read.
The librarian will hand you an invitation.

The Summer Reading Program will get you started on your summer 
reading journey.  During the month of August, the librarians will be busy 
planning for fall programs!  That’s your time to relax, play, read, write 
letters, draw, paint, swim, camp, fish, jump rope, ride your bike, hike 
nature trails, and more.  Don’t forget to continue visiting the library and 
reading a little bit each day so you will be ready for school in the fall!

 

Programs that require registration:

Lil’ Rockers
(Children from birth – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
June 18 & 25, July 9, 16 & 23 
*Registration begins June 8
Enjoy stories, songs, fingerplays and rhymes with your 
baby/toddler.  Please make other arrangements for siblings 
so this can be a special time with your child.

Kindermusik Demonstrations
Wednesdays, June 6 & August 15
Ages 0 - 18 months, 10:15 a.m.
Ages 18 months - 3yrs, 11:00 a.m.
Ages 3 - 5 yrs, 11:45 a.m.
*Registration begins May 21. Register for each date separately.
Music is powerful. It can excite, energize, calm, and comfort. Music is 
a wonderful conduit for learning, especially in young children. When 
paired with movement and instrument play, it creates neurological 
magic, lighting up a child’s brain and positively impacting all areas of 
development.  Join Giselle Graham from Kindermusik@Kids Energy 
Zone for an interactive demonstration that will get everyone moving.

  DIY ‘Rock’ Star 
  (Children entering 2nd – 6th Grades)
  *Registration begins June 8. 
   Register for each date separately.

  Rock Painting Workshop
  Friday, June 22, 1:00 p.m.
  Paint a special rock friend for everyone to admire in the library 
  garden and another to follow you home. Please wear clothes 
  that are okay to get dirty.

  Legos: Rock the Blocks
  Friday, July 13, 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.
  Let the music inspire you to build something amazing!

  Musical Makerspace
  Wednesday, July 25, 3:00 p.m.
  Become part of the band and learn how to
  create awesome instruments out of everyday 
  materials. Join the fun and rock on!

Youth Summer 
Reading Program 2018
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No Registration required for these programs:

Storytime in Centennial Park (All ages)
Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m. 
June 19 & 26, July 10, 17 & 24
Bring your lunch and a blanket to 
Centennial Park for stories and songs. 
In case of bad weather, storytime will 
be moved to the Library.

Wee Wednesdays 
(All ages, adult lap for children under 3)
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 20 & 27, July 11, 18, & 25
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this 
family storytime for all ages.

Read-to-Me Storytime
(Ages 3 – children entering 1st Grade)
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 21 & 28, July 12,19 & 26
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays and rhymes.  
This program lasts 30-40 minutes.  Children should be able 
to listen independently without a parent.

Teddy Tales (All ages, adult lap for children under 3)
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
June 21 & 28, July 12, 19 (special music program) & 26
Wear your pajamas and enjoy stories, rhymes, songs and 
more in this family storytime for all ages.

iCraft (All ages)
June 18 – July 28
Come create a different craft project each 
week. Mondays through Saturdays (or until 
supplies are gone), during library hours.

Magic Show: Joshua Wilde (All ages) 
**Oxford Library Friends sponsored event**
Wednesday, June 20, 6:30 p.m.
*Registration is required, and begins June 8
Joshua has been performing magic for 
over 20 years. His show features top-notch 
sleight of hand, juggling, comedy and lots 
of audience participation.

Summer Hoedown: 
Laurie Moore (Ages 0-5, with a parent)
Friday, June 22, 10:30 a.m.
*Registration is required, and begins June 8
Laurie Moore of Moore Mastery Music Studios 
brings her energetic, foot stomping, and wholly 
interactive program to OPL. Barn dancing, 
singing, storytelling, rhythm sequences, interactive play, ear training, 
call and response, and lots of incredible music are interwoven 
throughout this invigorating time of bonding with your child.

Music Show: Topher Holt (All ages) 
**Oxford Library Friends sponsored event**
Thursday, July 19, 6:30 p.m.
This show is bound to have you moving, singing, 
shaking a maraca, or beating a drum. Topher has a 
unique way of engaging the whole family musically 
through a highly animated experience. This is a show 
your family will not want to miss! 
 
Rufus the Dufus, Comedy & Juggling (All ages)
Monday, July 23, 6:30 p.m.
Charles Clark, also known as Rufus the Dufus, started 
practicing circus arts at the age of 15 with the unicycle 
one bored summer day. A year later learned to juggle 
and started going to magic classes to learn magic and 
showmanship. Now he performs his award winning 
tricks all over the country.  This show will amaze and 
delight. Don’t miss it!

Wildlife Safari (All Ages)
Go on an expedition around the world without having 
to leave the building!  Wildlife Safari will bring the 
magic and adventure of animals to OPL for a truly 
unique hands-on experience!  You will get to see and 
touch creatures both great and small from around the 
world.  Space is limited.
Tuesday, July 31
Session 1: 4:00 p.m.
Session 2: 5:30 p.m.
Session 3: 7:00 p.m.
*Registration is required, and begins June 8

Special Summer 
Entertainment 
(Registration required where noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Wednesday, July 4, 2018 (Independence Day)

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 20, 2018
Wednesday, July 18, 2018
Wednesday, August 15, 2018

From the Friends...
In March we had a very successful basket silent auction.  We had 22 baskets on display and made over $1300.  A big 
thank you to all our donors in our local businesses, Friends’ members and library staff.  The Oxford merchants that 
supported us were: A & A Flowers, Achatz Pies, Creative Embroidery, 5-1 Diner, Evergreen Coffee, Funky Monkey Toys, 
Great Lakes Mercantile, Harvest Time, Home and Garden, HomeGrown Brewery, La Vida Massage, Merge, Oxford 7 
Theatre, Pit Stop Barber Shop, Red Knapps, Studio 113 Salon, 24th Street Tavern, Vendetti’s Pizza, Victoria’s Delights, 
‘Wiches, Wojo’s and Friend member, Jenny Prather.

Our Book Sale in April was our most successful sale to date, earning us over $3000.  Thank you to all that came and to 
our wonderful volunteers.  Our next sale will be in October.

The Friend’s successful fund raisers have enabled us to donate $8,000 to the Library to help support library programs, 
activities and special projects.

Friends Board 
President

Jackie Ingersoll

Vice President

Chris McNally

Secretary

Lyn Klages

Treasurer

Barbara Blanock

Trustee

Pam Brooks

Trustee

Dennis Erard

Trustee

Alice Kowalski

Trustee

Mary Spearman

Ex Officio

Bryan Cloutier 


