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Don’t Forget to 
Smell the Roses...

A 
few of my favorite  
things about 
summertime are  
sweet tea and barbeque 

and corn on the cob—and of course laying in the 
hammock with a good book gazing up at the sky 
watching the clouds pass by.  It brings back  
fond memories of growing up in a small farming 
community where time seemed to stand still while 
the hustle and bustle of the neighboring cities never 
quite managed to infiltrate our way of life. For many 
Oxford residents who were first attracted to its quaint 
and relaxed lifestyle, this is what set the stage for 
Oxford’s evolution into what it has become today.  
Through trials and tribulations Oxford always seems 
to find a way to balance the best of what a small 
town represents.  With a somewhat sophisticated 
and lively air it blends the arts and culture with 
some of the simpler and more meaningful values 
that bring people and families together in the true 
spirit of community.  Perhaps this is why it is such a 
special place to so many people and even more of a 
reason why it is healthy for small towns to grow, but 
to never forget to slow down, relax and to smell the 
roses along the way.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In so many ways, the library is Oxford’s sanctuary.  
It is a philosophical rose garden for many people 
who need respite from the chaos of day-to-day life.  
Even though summertime is a very busy time at the 
library, it is also a very fun time. With an exceptional 
lineup of programs being developed for this year’s 
Youth, Teen and Adult Summer Reading Programs, 
I am confident that there will be something for the 
whole family to come together to enjoy at OPL.  
 
As I leave you to select the programs you would  
like to participate in this summer, my wish for 
you is that your library brings you hope, comfort, 
friendships and personal growth in a meaningful 
way that creates memories to last a lifetime.  I am 
setting your standards high, but I am very confident 
in our team at OPL and their abilities to be bold in 
accomplishing ambitious missions.  Be kind to your 
friends and to your neighbors, and remember what 
makes Oxford a unique and a great place to live, to 
work and to raise a family.  Transforming tomorrow, 
preserving our past and enriching lives today!   
This is what we do at the Oxford Public Library.

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com
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Facts & Figures

2016 Data        
January  16,833   51  926  1,346   718   82  1,312 
February   16,883   47   912  775  43   65   1,628
March 21,151   63   1,090  1,881  173   113   1,580  
FYTD Totals 54,867 161 2,928 4,002 934 260 4,520
Percent Change 1  (9)  (75)  (19) (91)  (8)  (11)

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364   3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769
FYTD Totals 54,249 177 11,597 4,915 10,491 283 5,071
Note: 2015 program attendance and outreach numbers include Smithsonian visits
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Commemoratives  
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

Commemorative donations were 
recently given to the Library’s 
Endowment Fund: 
 
Donation received from the Dominican 
Sisters of Peace

Donation received from Patricia A 
Blazis-Voight to celebrate Winston’s 
Birthday.

Carolyn Koch donation of magazine 
subscription.

Flying Aces Frisbee Show 
(All ages) **Oxford Public Library 
Friends sponsored event**
Monday, June 20
6:30 p.m.
Registration is required
The Flying Aces Frisbee 
Team’s exhibitions of 
athletic skills, amazing feats, tricks and just 
plain silliness will add a healthy serving of 
fun to this Summer Reading kick-off event.  
This event will be held outside. 
 
OPL Welcomes
Rachael Quinn, 
Head of Teen Services 
Rachael brings a diversely 
rich and dedicated 
background in public 
library services that nicely 
complement an already 
strong commitment to 
serving Oxford’s teen 
population at OPL.  She joined our 
team in December of 2015 as Head of 
Teen Services.

Prior to coming to Oxford, Rachael 
served as Branch Story Time Leader for 
the Lapeer District Library system, as 
well as Branch Manager of the Clifford 
Branch of LDL.  She began her career in 
public libraries over fifteen years ago at 
the Marguerite deAngeli Branch of LDL 
where she held positions in Circulation 
Services and as Supervising Page.  Her 
programming, readers’ advisory and 
collection development background in 
Teen Services is notably impressive and 
is just part of why we were pleased to 
welcome her to our team.

She holds a BA in English from The 
University of Michigan—Flint, and an 
MLIS with a specialization in Children’s 
and Youth Services from Wayne State 
University, Detroit.  Please join us in 
welcoming Rachael to Oxford.



All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, 
in person at the adult reference desk, or 
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.  Please 
register for all programs unless noted.

**Flying Aces Professional  
Frisbee Team (All ages)
Monday, June 20
6:30 p.m.
Join us for a visually 
exciting show featuring 
amazing athletic feats and 
tricks that border on the incredible! 
 
Meditation
Thursday, June 23
7:00 p.m.
Relax and refresh with a 
meditation session guided 
by Oxford’s own Dr. Troy Farwell 
of Simple Organics. 
 
Make ‘n Take 
Bookmarks
Week of June 27th
Stop by the adult desk and 
choose one of four specially-
made bookmarks to color. 

 

Redeeming America with 
America’s Game: Baseball 
and Reform
Monday, July 18
7:00 p.m.
Stop by for some root 
beer and a hot dog** 
and listen to a lively talk by Thomas Henthorn, 
State Scholar and U of M Professor as he 
discusses the ways baseball proponents 
in the 19th and early 20th century thought 
baseball could reform the masses. 
 
Trivia Night
Tuesday, July 26
7:00 p.m.
Do you love jeopardy? 
Join us for another fun 
Trivia night—team up with other 
trivia lovers and see who triumphs. 
 
**Essential Oils
Tuesday, August 9
6:30 p.m.
Melissa Hansz explains 
the health benefits 
of Essential Oils. Customize your own free 
sample to get started! Space is limited so 
please be sure to register early.  

  Adult Summer Reading 
  Program: Exercise Your Mind 
  June 10 – August 12
  Have fun this summer 
  when you sign up 
  for the Adult Summer 
  Reading Program.  
  Registration begins June 10. Read  
  about things you love and get chances 
  to win prizes. Choose from our reading 
  lists or write a book review to receive 
  extra chances to win.  We will have 
  weekly prize drawings beginning Friday,   
  June 17, at 2:00 p.m. The Grand Prize 
  drawing will be August 12.

  ** PAID FOR BY FUNDS PROVIDED 
  BY THE OXFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY 
  FRIENDS

Book Bingo
June 21, July 19, August 16
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books.  Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group welcomes new 
players. No registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group
June 1, July 6, August 3
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Local author 
Caterina Zucker will 
be facilitating this 
writing group the first 
Wednesday in June, 
July and August.  
Bring a piece of your 
work to share or get inspired 
to begin a new project. Each 
month we will focus on a different 
aspect of the writing craft. For 
ages 18 or older. 
 
June 1:  When you’re stuck, ask 
questions. What if? Why? And? So?

July 6:  Descriptive writing.  
Practice describing what you see.

August 3:  Peer Editing. Get direct 
and specific feedback on an 
excerpt of your work.

Special Items of Interest: 
We have circulating collections of 
cake pans and jigsaw puzzles.  
Let us know what other unique 
collections you would like to see in 
the Adult Department.

Stop by for an adult coloring page 
to take home and color, or borrow 
our colored pencils and enjoy some 
quiet coloring time at the Library.

Upcoming Adult Programs

Healthy Exercise with 
HealthQuest of Oxford 
(All ages):
Introduction to Pilates-
Friday, June 17, 11:00 a.m.
Gentle Yoga - Friday, July 29, 12:00 p.m.
Zumba - Friday, August 12, 11:00 a.m.
Learn to exercise safely 
and have fun while getting 
fit. Expert trainers from 
HealthQuest Physical 
Therapy and Medical Fitness 
of Oxford will be here to help 
you take the first step towards 
a more active lifestyle. We’ll be in the 
meeting room if it’s raining, otherwise 
dress to be outdoors!

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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  Teen Summer Reading Program:
   Register! Beginning Friday, June 10, Teens in 6-12 grades may  
   sign up in person, online, or by phone (Note: Teens who register 
   by phone or online must visit the Teen Desk to pick up a Summer 
   Reading Packet). 
 
   
  
 

   Read! Attend Programs! Complete Game Board Activities!  
   Write Reviews! Teens will earn one ticket for each program they 
   attend, each book they review, and each game board activity they 
   complete. Tickets can be spent at the Prize Bookstore the last 
   week of July. Turn in a completed game board by July 30 and 
   earn 5 extra tickets toward the final drawing. Please keep your 
   tickets in a safe place. Lost tickets will not be replaced.

   Win Awesome Prizes! Teens can spend the tickets they’ve  
   earned at our Prize Bookstore July 25-30 from Noon-5 p.m. 
   Additionally, five lucky TSRP participants will be chosen at 
   random to win awesome prizes. Drawing will be held August 5.

   Volunteer! We will be in need of responsible teen volunteers to 
   help out in the Youth, Teen, and Adult departments. Volunteers 
   will do everything from keeping shelves in order to assisting with 
   program prep to running the Youth and Teen Department’s Prize 
   Bookstores. To find out more, please ask at the Teen Desk. 
   Bonus: Every completed 2-hour session is worth an additional   
   ticket toward the Prize Book Store and Final Drawing. 
 
 Special Programs
Library Olympics Lock-In
Friday July 8
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Registration Required!
Compete in library-themed games for your chance to win the Gold: 
Scavenger Hunt, Book Cart Races, Book Stack Challenge, and more! 
We’ll wrap up the night in the traditional way (you know what we’re 
talking about). Pizza and Prizes included. Teens must have a  
parent-signed permission slip to attend.

Oxford Teens Got Talent
Friday August 12
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Do you sing, play an instrument, or have some 
other sweet skill? We’ll give you the chance to 
show off at our Teen Talent Show! Who knows…YOU might be the 
next YouTube sensation! Auditions will be held to fill a limited number 
of spots. Hopefuls must be in grades 6-12 to qualify. Auditions for the 
Talent Show will be Thursday June 16 @ 1:30-3 p.m. in the Teen Area. 
Acts must be no longer than 3 minutes.

Registration Required

Have a “Ball”
Tuesday June 21
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Learn how to combine common household 
ingredients to create colorful bouncy balls and 
scented bath balls. 

Yoga is Awesome!
Wednesday June 22
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Get your Zen on with Kara Boglaev, a Registered 
Yoga Instructor with Yoga Alliance, and learn how 
this ancient practice can exercise both your mind 
and body. P.S. Wear comfortable clothes.

Socks to “Dye” For
Wednesday June 29
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Bring a pair of white or light colored socks (or 
even a T-shirt) and tie-dye them with Sharpie 
markers. 

We Cause Scenes Improv Acting 
Workshop
Monday July 11
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Whose line is it anyway? Yours! Learn all about 
the fine art of improv acting through fast-paced, 
interactive games and hands-on activities. 

Life-Sized Pac Man
Wednesday July 27
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Literally get in the game with this
new twist on a retro favorite.

Teen Summer Programs 2016



Drop-In Programs:
Monday CrafterNoons
Mondays
2:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Drop in and see what we have going on for our weekly craft. 
No registration required. While supplies last.

          • Monday June 13: Duct Tape Pouch
 Make a handy pouch to store the tickets you earn.

          • Monday June 20: Grocery Bag Jump Rope
 Upcycle old plastic bags into a jump rope.

          • Monday June 27: T-Shirt Totes
 Transform an old T-shirt into a  
 cool tote to carry your stuff.

          • Monday July 11: Friendship Bracelets
 Let your BFF know it with  
 a friendship bracelet. 

          • Monday July 18: Doodle Rocks
 Decorate a rock to use as a paperweight. 

          • Monday July 25: Scrapbook Page
 Turn your Summer memories into  
 a scrapbook page.

Game Nights
Thursdays, June 16 & July 14
6:00 - 8:00  p.m.
Drop in and play games, munch on snacks, and have a blast!

Saturday Matinees
Third Saturdays
Noon 

          • Saturday June 18: Kung Fu Panda (PG)

          • Saturday July 16: The Sandlot (PG)

   Unless otherwise noted, all Teen programs are for sixth through 
   twelfth grades only! Parents, please make other arrangements 
   for younger siblings. All programs are free. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Grade Battle of the Books 
Twelve 4th grade teams representing Oxford’s elementary schools 
competed in Battle of the Books on April 12, 2016 at the Oxford 
High School Performing Arts Center. The 4th graders read five 
books on their own time in preparation for the Battle. This year, it 
took three tie-breaker questions to reach a winner. The winning 
team, The Book Troopers, represented Leonard Elementary. 
The Best Team Name winners were Read it or Not, Here I Come 
(Leonard) and the Best Costume winners were the Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Readers (Leonard).  Special thanks to the Oxford Public Library 
Friends for sponsoring the awards and cookies at the Battle.

2016 4th Grade Battle of the Books Winning Team
“The Book Troopers”
Leonard Elementary

Middle School Battle of the Books
Oxford Public Library and Oxford Middle School hosted the Battle 
of the Books on April 21, 2016 at Oxford Middle School. This year 
we had ten competing teams. The winners were the Once Upon a 
Timers. Becca and the Boyz took home the best costume award.  
Congratulations to all of our awesome readers! A special thank you 
to the Friends of the Oxford Public Library for sponsoring cookies 
and medals for the winning team.

Teen Programs
Continued...
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The Youth Summer Reading Program is for children ages 3 to going into 
6th grade.  Those going into 6th grade have the option of staying with 
the youth program or moving up to the Teen Program.

 
Registration:  June 10 – July 1

Register in person, online (www.MiOPL.org), or by phone (248) 628-3034 
x216.  If you register online or by phone you must come in to pick up 

your materials by July 3.  

**Note**If you wear any sports related items (baseball hat, Detroit or 
college sports team clothing, etc.) to register from June 10-18 you’ll 

receive a raffle ticket to enter a special prize drawing. 

Upon registering, you will be given a reading log and stickers. You will 
keep track of the days you read beginning on the day you register.  For 
every day that you read (or someone reads to you) at least 20 minutes, 
you put a sticker on your reading log.  Each time you read 5 days, bring 
your log to the Youth Desk and receive a reading coin.  Save up your 
reading coins to buy books in our Story Room Bookstore where we have 
a large selection of books for all ages.  It is your responsibility to keep 
track of your coins.  We cannot replace lost coins.

Award Celebration
Turn your reading log in at the Youth Desk from July 18 - 29 to receive an 
invitation to the Award Celebration which will be on Wednesday, August 
3 at the Library. Note: To receive an invitation, you must hand in your 
reading log with at least 25 days read. The librarian will hand you an 
invitation.

The Summer Reading Program will get you started on your summer 
reading journey.  During the month of August, the librarians will be busy 
planning for fall programs!  That’s your time to relax, play, read, write 
letters, draw, paint, swim, camp, fish, jump rope, ride your bike, hike 
nature trails, and more.  Don’t forget to continue visiting the library and 

reading a little bit each day so you will be ready for school in September!

  Programs that require registration

  Lil’ Kickers
  (Children from birth – 35 months, with an adult lap)
  Mondays, June 20 & 27, July 11, 18 & 25
  Group 1: 10:15 a.m.
  Group 2: 11:00 a.m. 
  Enjoy stories, songs, fingerplays and rhymes with your 
  baby/toddler. Please make other arrangements for siblings 
  so this can be a special time with your child.

No Registration required for these programs:

Storytime in Centennial Park (All ages)
Tuesdays, 12:30 p.m. ***New Time***
June 21 & 28, July 12, 19 & 26 
Bring your lunch and a blanket to Centennial Park for stories and songs.  
In case of bad weather, storytime will be moved to the Library.

Wee Wednesdays  
(All ages, adult lap for children under 3)
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 22 & 29, July 13, 20, & 27
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this family storytime for all ages.

Read-to-Me Storytime
(Ages 3 – children entering 1st Grade)
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 23 & 30, July 14, 21 & 28 
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays and rhymes. This program 
lasts 30-40 minutes.  Children should be able to listen independently 
without a parent.

KickStar Kids!
(Children entering 2nd – 6th Grades)
Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m.
June 22 & 29, July 13, 20 & 27 
Over the summer you’ll explore different sports, 
healthy eating habits, and great ways to have a blast. Hands-on 
activities, crafts, and games will make up this fun hour each week!

Teddy Tales (All ages, adult lap for children under 3)
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. **New Day**
June 23 & 30, July 14, 21 & 28 
Wear your pajamas and enjoy stories, rhymes, songs and more in this 
family storytime for all ages.

iCraft (All ages)
Mondays through Fridays (or until supplies are gone),
during library hours, June 20-July 29
Come create a different craft project each week.

Youth Summer 
Reading Program 2016
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Flying Aces Frisbee Show (All ages) 
**Oxford Library Friends sponsored event**
Monday, June 20, 6:30 p.m.
Registration is required 
The Flying Aces Frisbee Team’s exhibitions of 
athletic skills, amazing feats, tricks and just 
plain silliness will add a healthy serving of fun 
to this Summer Reading kick-off event.

Science Alive
Friday, June 24
Session 1: Ages 3-7, 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: Ages 8-11, 11:30 a.m.
Session 3: Ages 8-11, 1:00 p.m.
Session 4: Ages 3-7, 2:00 p.m.
Registration is required
Kids will experience up-close interactions with unusual animals at this 
hands-on animal science program.  They’ll explore the “athleticism” within 
the animal kingdom including climbing sloths, jumping 
kangaroos, flying birds and swimming crocodiles.  This is a 
kids-only event and they must be able to attend without a parent.

Baffling Bill’s MagicChef Nutrition Show (All ages)
Monday, July 11, 6:30 p.m.
Registration is required 
Baffling Bill’s Recipe for Summer Reading: 
4 cups amazing magic, 3 cups comedy, 
2 cups audience participation, 1 bunny rabbit 
and a dash of mystery. Don’t miss 
this amazing magic show!

Drummunity (All ages) 
**Oxford Library Friends sponsored event**
Wednesday, July 20, 6:30 p.m.
Registration is required 
Lori Filthian will bring her diverse collection of 
instruments from all over the world and facilitate 
a fun and energizing experience that will leave 
everyone smiling.  Everyone gets to join in on  
the music-making fun. 
 
Movie and PJ Night: Everyone’s Hero 
(All ages, Rated G)
Monday, July 25, 6:30 p.m.
Drop-in, no registration required 
Bring a pillow, blanket or your favorite stuffed 
animal and wear your PJ’s to enjoy Everyone’s 
Hero on our big screen. Popcorn and water 
will be provided.

Kevin Devine’s Marvelous Music Show (All ages)
Thursday, July 28, 10:30 a.m.  
Drop-in, no registration required
Kevin Devine brings his rollicking music to OPL for a fun-filled 
concert including lots of audience participation, sing-alongs 
and dancing.

Special Summer 
Entertainment 
(registration required where noted)
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Monday, July 4, 2016

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15, 2016
Wednesday, July 20, 2016
Wednesday, August 17, 2016

   Friends’ Fund Raising Success
   The Friends of the Oxford Public Library raise funds to help support library programs, 
   activities and special projects.  Thanks to community support, the Friends of OPL had 
   two successful fund raisers. In February they conducted a basket silent auction earning 
   over $1,200.   Recently their spring book sale earned approxiamately $2,300 in sales and
   memberships. Thank you to all who supported these two endeavors.

   The Friends would also like to thank the following donors of items and baskets for the silent auction: 
   A & A Flowers, Achatz Pies, Boulevard Boutique, Creative Embroidery, Downtown Salon, Ella’s Fashions, 
   Friends of OPL- J. Prather, P. Brooks, P. Bono, B. Kriigel, Great Lakes Mercantile, Harvest Time, La Vida 
   Massage, Merge, Oxford 7 Theatre, Oxford Farm & Garden, Pink & Charlie, Pit Stop Barber Shop, Salvage 
   Sisters Boutique, Starbucks, Studio 113 Salon, Stuff I Like, Sweet and Savory, 24th Street Tavern, 
   Victoria’s Delights, ‘Wiches, OPL staff and Friends’ Board.

Friends Board 
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Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Secretary

Ms. Lyn Klages

Trustee
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Ex Officio

Mr. Bryan Cloutier 


