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Growing Together
In May of this year I will celebrate 
twelve years as the Director and 
CEO of Oxford Public Library.  This 
experience has been challenging to 
say the least, but more times than 
not it has been a truly rewarding 

experience—one that I have come to appreciate greatly 
and have never taken for granted. Early-on I spent a 
great deal of my time behind the scenes analyzing our 
operations, scrutinizing budgets and building a team-
oriented environment based on honesty, integrity and 
accountability.  I was very fortunate to have inherited 
from my predecessor, Judith A Doublestein, a financially 
strong foundation, a beautiful facility, and a well-run 
organization by which to build the growing and 
evolving library of the 21st Century here in Oxford.  

When we embarked on developing our first Strategic 
Plan together in 2010, I envisioned a future where 
our library would be considered a leader in facilitating 
access to critical and vital information in addition to 
building community-wide partnerships that enhanced 
lifelong learning through various educational avenues 
and opportunities. I realized back then that these were 
rather ambitious goals for our public library, but I am 
humbled by the fact that our team was able to not 
only meet these expectations with open minds, but 
excelled at accomplishing these goals beyond anyone’s 
expectations.  Since then we have had the honor and 
privilege of hosting a traveling Smithsonian Institute 
exhibition, “The Way We Worked,” two traveling 
exhibitions from the Clarke Historical Library at 
Central Michigan University—one on “Newspapers in 
Michigan,” and the other on “Hemingway in Michigan.”
However, this year’s partnership with the Northeast 
Oakland Historical Society and Museum to build an 
exhibition around two very large and significantly 

important WPA Federal Arts Project murals depicting 
Early Oxford that were painted by local artist, 
Barbara Willson Benetti, has been most rewarding 
and well received. 

This is only the beginning of a very bright future at the 
Oxford Public Library.  My team and I will continue to 
bring you exceptional programming and services like 
the ones we provide under the guidance of our 
Strategic Initiatives and Objectives Plan 2020.  
Programs that exceed all expectations and push the 
envelope of what a smaller community library is about. 
Over the next year-and-a-half we will be working with 
Seth Penchansky, Principal at Daniels and Zermack 
Architects in Ann Arbor, to undergo a Feasibility 
and Schematic Design Study to carefully and 
conscientiously consider options to expand the 
footprint of the current facility.  Our vision is to 
make way for additional space in our Youth Services 
Department, additional space for independent and 
small group study, additional large group conference 
facilities, integrated outdoor seating and gardens, 
while upgrading our aging HVAC infrastructure to 
be more efficient and reliable.        

Growing together to meet the needs of the future—
Transforming Tomorrow, Preserving our Past, and 
Enriching Lives Today!
        

     Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO
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21 Days of Happiness
In anticipation of spring, 
beginning March 1, 
we’re celebrating 
21 Days of Happiness!  
Stop in or check our 
Facebook page for 
daily happiness questions, activities and 
affirmations. We’ll cap off the celebration 
with a Sunshine Party on Thursday, 
March 21 with music by R J Spangler 
and cookies! Get happy!!!!

Gardenside Music

R.J. Spangler
Thursday, March 21
7:00 p.m.

Davis-Greene Trio
Thursday, April 18
7:00 p.m.

Jim Bach Ukelele
(with lesson to follow)
Thursday, May 16
7:00 p.m.

Yeti the Snowy Owl & Friends
Thursday, March 7, 7:00 p.m.
Explore nature up-close 
with a visit from Howell 
Nature Center. They 
will be bringing a 
selection of native 
Michigan owls, 
including Yeti the Snowy Owl 
for this special program. 

Vote for your Favorite!

March -
Dr. Seuss Quote

April -
National Poetry 
Month - write-in 
your favorite poet

May -
Favorite Flower

www.MiOPL.org

Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

The following individuals made 
donations in Memory of Duane 
Salswedel:

•  Thomas and Dianne Offer
•  Lois Francis
•  Bryan Cloutier 
 
Additional donations to support the 
library were received from:

•  Janet Keller
•  Donald and Nancy Pais

Gifts

•  The Oxford Public Library would 
like to extend its sincerest gratitude 
to its anonymous donor who gifted 
$15,000.00 to support children’s 
literacy and programming.

•  The Oxford Public Library would 
also like to thank Drs. John and 
Joyce Todd for their very generous 
gift to the Friends of the Library’s 
501c3 fundraising and advocacy 
group to support on-going programs 
and services.

Something for Everyone

Facts & Figures
Items 

Checked Out
Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  

Usage

Reference 
Transactions

2018 Data       _ ____
January  15,694   58  7,454  1,467   1,558   120  1,366 
February   15,182   48   7,338  1,406  101   106   1,570
March 17,588   64   1,190  1,648  207   138   1,608 
April  15,895   65 1,611  1,658   82   111  1,603 
May   13,821   55   884  1,475  81   106   1,327
June 20,758   51   2,149  1,723  1,879   89   4,051 
July  21,047   71 2,535  1,707   45   88  4,573 
August   17,122   22   835  1,507  32   98   3,095
September 17,721   43   780  1,369  61   89   1,257 
October  14,923   61 1,318  1,549   71   95  1,487 
November   14,440   41   726  1,468  37   95   1,261
December 11,873   31   946  1,141  23   77   1,032
FYTD Totals 196,064 610 27,766 18,118 4,177 1,212 24,230



Book Bingo
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
March 19, April 16, May 21
Play traditional bingo and win 
books. Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor - this 
fun-loving group 
welcomes new 
players. No 
registration required.
 
Adult Writing Group 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
March 6, April 3, May 1
Bring a piece of your work 
to share, or get 
inspired to begin 
a new project.  
For ages 
18 or older. 

Book Walk/Fireside Chat
Tuesdays at 1:30
March 5, April 2, May 7
Join one of the 
adult librarians 
and other book 
lovers for a walk 
around Powell 
Lake.  Share what you’ve enjoyed 
reading and get suggestions for 
new books to try.

All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted.  Register online, 
in person at the adult reference desk, or 
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

  Celebrate 21 Days of 
  Happiness in March
  Every day from March 1st through the 21th 
  there will be some kind of happy going on in 
  the Library! Stop by the Adult Desk and pick 
  up a 21 day HAPPINESS CHALLENGE! Then   
  welcome spring at our Thursday night 
  Gardenside jazz concert on March 21st to 
  finish up our 21 days of happiness. Hopefully 
  you will have developed a habit of happiness 
  that will last a lifetime.
 

Medicare & Medicaid – 
Updates and Changes
Wednesday, March 13, 7:00 p.m.
Join Oxford’s Tom Kennis 
from American Senior 
Benefits as he explains 
the new updates and 
changes to Medicare 
and Medicaid. Plenty of 
time for Q & A and there will
be donuts and cider as well!

Basic Vegetable Gardening 
plus Seed Library Program 
Monday, March 25, 7:00 p.m.
MSU Extension expert Mary 
Gerstenberger will be here 
to help you explore planning 
techniques, planting tips, 
the benefits of growing from 
seed or transplants and 
maintenance of the garden 
and garden tools.  We will also have a new 
selection of seeds from our Seed Library 
that you will be able to check out.

*** Oxford Library Friends Sponsored Event

It’s a Paint Party at the Library*** 
Saturday, April 13, 11:00 a.m.
Join Picasso’s 
Grapevine Art Studio 
at the Library to paint 
this garden wooden 
pallet. All supplies will 
be provided and space 
will be limited so please 
register early for this fun class.

Genealogy Open Lab
Wednesday, April 24, 7:00 p.m.
Join Director Bryan 
Cloutier fireside for a 
genealogy workshop 
using our mobile lab.  
Sign-up early as laptops 
are limited or let us know 
if you can bring your own laptop.

Art in Literature 
Monday, April 29, 7:00 p.m.
Author Iris Underwood and 
illustrator Joyce Harlukowicz 
will be here to share their 
ideas about art and the 
writing process.    

Craft with Susana – 
Crafts You Can Use!
Tuesday, May 7, 7:00 p.m.
Join us to paint designs on 
glass beads that become 
refrigerator magnets. Four 
spring-themed ladybugs and 
leaves. And they fit in a metal 
magnetized cup, also provided. Local artist 
Susana Woloson uses her egg-decorating 
skills to create unique designs on stones, 
beads and magnets.

Upcoming 
Adult Programs

Adult Services

www.MiOPL.org
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Adult Services & Teen Services

Make ‘n Take
Week of May 6th
Stop by the Adult Desk to pick up your supplies 
to make this adorable card - treat included! 
While supplies last.

Ukelele – Getting Started 
with Jim Bach
Thursday, May 16
There will be a live ukulele concert 
featuring Jim Bach from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
and afterwards Jim will give a half hour 
lesson on how to get started playing the 
ukulele. Did you know the library has special adult activity kits 
forthcoming - including a ukulele kit? Try it before you buy it!

New Additions to the Adult Collection
We’re adding themed activity kits to our Random Stuff 
Collection.  In addition to the Ukulele you will find kits for Road 
Trip Boredom Busters, Getting Ready for Your New Baby, 
Keep Your Brain Alive, and Bird Watching.

Calling lifelong learners!  Courtesy of a very generous donation 
by one of our patrons, we were able to add a large number 
of Great Courses® DVD and audiobook sets to the Adult 
Non-fiction Collection.  

Not familiar with our Random Stuff Collection?  We have 
jigsaw puzzles, games, and cake pans that all check out.  
If you have suggestions for items you would like to see added 
to this collection please let us know!

Library Mysteries (Sign-Up Required!)
Tuesday March 12 and Tuesday May 14th
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Can you solve the mystery in time? Search for clues, 
unlock secrets, and solve puzzles with other sleuths.
Please register for this program. Register early! 
Space is limited!

Upcoming 
Adult Programs Continued

Teen Spring 2019
All programs are for teens in 6th-12th Grade

Continued on page 5

Spring Break Week FUN!
Not going anywhere for Spring Break? 

We’ve got you covered with these fun programs!
You MUST register for these programs. 

Sign up early! Space is limited!

Boredom Buster Monday: Giant Art
Monday April 1
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Join us for an afternoon of artistic fun! We’ll provide the art 
supplies! You bring the creativity! 

The PEEPS Show 
Wednesday April 3
4:30-5:30 p.m.
It’s The Peeps Show! Decorate your 
Peeps and then work together to put on 
a fabulous theatrical production for your 
peers (see our Facebook page for episodes 
from past PEEPS Show programs). 

Lock-In EGG-Stravaganza
Friday April 5 
6:00-9:00 p.m.
Wrap up the week of fun with a Glow in the Dark Easter Egg 
hunt and the chance to win (something in every egg)! Pizza, 
prizes, and our traditional Lock-In Game! Signed permission 
slip required to attend.
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Teen Services
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GeekCrafters
Third Tuesdays 
March 19th, April 16th, May 21st 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Join fellow fandom goers for an awesome craft you 
don’t want to miss and a shot to win a prize in trivia!

March 19th: The Magic of Harry Potter and the Wizarding World 
April 16th: The Universe of Star Wars
May 21st: The Super Fandom of Marvel and DC

Perler Bead Club
Third Wednesdays - March 20, April 17, May 15
4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
Drop in and make a Perler Bead masterpiece! 

Dungeons & Dragons Club
First & Third Thursdays 
(March 7 & 21, April 18, May 2 & 16. NO game on April 4)
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Embark on an epic quest without ever leaving the library! 
Join our campaign. No experience necessary.

Teen Advisory Board
Last Thursdays: March 28 & April 25
5:30 p.m.
It’s YOUR Teen Department! Help brainstorm programs, 
projects, and materials to add to the collection. You’ll be the 
first to hear about upcoming programs and have exclusive 
perks available only to TAB members. Come see what we’re 
all about!

So… You Could Win Prizes:
You must be in Grades 6-12 to be eligible to win.

Reading With My Peeps (display)
March—All Month Long
Celebrate Reading Month: Read a book 
a friend recommends and write us a 
short review. You, and the friend who 
recommended the book, will both be 
entered to win fabulous bookish-type 
goodies! 

Black Out Poetry
April—All Month Long
Celebrate Poetry Month by creating some Black Out Poetry. 
Turn your creation in to the Teen Desk and be entered to win an 
amazing prize. Black Out Poems will be judged by Staff at the 
end of the month. 

Garden Gnome Hunt
May—All Month Long
Spring is here, and those pesky Garden 
Gnomes are taking over the teen department! 
We need your help rounding up these 
troublesome creatures before they get up to 
too many shenanigans. A small prize (and 
bragging rights) for spotting hidden gnomes!

  Volunteer!
  Need hours for NHS, Scouting, or other service groups? 
  Look no further than Oxford Public Library! We’re looking 
  for responsible teen volunteers to help us out around the 
  library. You MUST be 6th-12th Grade to volunteer. Stop by 
  the Teen Desk for details. 

Teen Spring 2019 Continued

  Drop-in Programs! 
 No need to sign up. Just drop in!
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Youth Services
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Spring Youth Programs 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or by phone 
at (248) 628-3034 x216.
Registration for Session 1 begins Monday, February 11
Registration for Session 2 begins Monday, March 25

Bitty Bops 
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: February 25 through March 25
Session 2: April 15 through May 6
Babies like stories and music too! This program includes songs, 
nursery rhymes, fingerplays and short stories with your baby.  
We want this to be a special time for you and your baby, 
so please make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: February 26 through March 26
Session 2: April 16 through May 7
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities 
with your toddler. We want to make this a 
special time for you and your toddler so 
please make other arrangements for siblings.

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years)  
Session 1: February 28 through March 28
Session 2: April 18 through May 9 
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes. Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class. This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.  
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.

After-School Adventures  
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: February 27 through March 27
Session 2: April 17 through May 8
Come on an exciting journey through books!  Each week we 
will visit different topics using books, songs, games and crafts. 
Join us on this fun reading adventure!

Makerspace Marvels 
(grades 3-5) 
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 1: February 28 through March 28 
Build and create a new masterpiece each 
week using lots of fun supplies. The only 
limit is your own imagination!

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Session 2: April 18 through May 9
Build amazing creations every week! Each week 
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages  
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
   Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
   Session 1: February 27 through March 27
   Session 2: April 17 through May 8
   Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in 
   this storytime for all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
   Session 1: February 28 through March 28
   Session 2: April 18 through May 9 
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to 
  stories, songs, rhymes and more!
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S.T.E.A.M. Crafternoons (All Ages)
Saturday, March 16 – Maps
Saturday, April 13 – Poetry
Saturday, May 11 – Planets
(Drop-in, no registration necessary) 
Come do a craft project that ties in with 
our S.T.E.A.M. theme of the month.

Chapter Book Review Squad 
(Chapter book readers)
Month of March
Read a chapter book this month, write a 
review, and earn an entry for a prize! 
Review slips will be available at the Youth 
Desk. Be part of the squad!

March is ‘Read to a Dog Month’ (All ages)
Mondays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Come to the library and read to a special 
therapy dog. They don’t care how fast or 
how slowly you read; they are very patient 
listeners. You can read one of your books 
or one of the library books. The dogs like all 
kinds of stories. Call the library or stop in 
to sign up for a 15 minute time slot.  [248-628-3034, ext. 216]

April is Poem in Your Pocket Month (Ages 5-11)
April is Poetry Month!
Carry a poem in your pocket or choose one at the Youth 
Desk during the month of April, read it to a librarian in the 
Youth Department, and get entered into a raffle for a 
special poetry-themed prize.  Limit of one entry per day. 
Drawing will be held on April 30. 
 
Spring Break Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, March 30 through 
Saturday, April 6 
(during regular library hours)
(Drop-in program, no registration required)
Drop in anytime while on break and enjoy a 
variety of spring crafts to make and take home.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
1000 Books Before Kindergarten is a Library program that 
encourages all families and caregivers to read at least 1000 books 
with their young children before they enter Kindergarten. Reading to 
preschool-age children builds vocabulary, language skills, and helps 
prepare them with the skills they need for Kindergarten. In as little 
as 15 minutes a day, families can build the skills for future school 
and life success.

How does 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten work?

Getting Started – Pick up a free 1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
Reading Log at Oxford Public Library. Any child aged 0-5 
can participate.

Track Your Reading – Each time your child listens to a book,  
record it in your reading log.

Show Us Your Reading Logs – Each time you and your child reach 
a milestone bring in your reading log and collect your prize. Read 
1,000 books before kindergarten and your child will receive a free 
book of their very own.

*Thank you to the Oxford Library Friends for helping sponsor 
this program.*

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)

Princess & Pirate Puppet Show + Magic (All ages)
Thursday, April 4, 6:30 p.m.
(Drop-in program, no registration required)
“THE AMAZING CLARK PRESENTS”
A Princess & Pirate puppet show + magic tricks. 
This 45 minute interactive show combines hilarious 
puppetry along with incredible magical illusions to 
keep you laughing while being amazed. Join our 
Princess and Pirate in the puppet show and help 
them solve a mystery!

Mini Makerfair (Ages 5 and up)
Saturday, March 23, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
(Drop-in program, no registration required)
Come try out several different types of 
STEM kits. Explore coding, electricity, robot 
programming and more!  We will also have 
some science craft activities for you to make 
and take home. 
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Library Holidays (closed) 
Saturday, May 25, 2019 – Memorial Day Recess
Monday, May 27, 2019 – Memorial Day Recess 

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Wednesday, April 17, 2019
Wednesday, May 15, 2019

   From the Friends...
   The Friends of OPL raise funds to help support library programs, activities and special projects. Recently, we
   received an anonymous donation of $1,200. Thank you so much to the donor for this generous support of
   the Library. We will add this to the money we raised through our various fundraisers.  As is our usual practice,
   the Library Director will shortly be presenting us with a “wish list” of things that would best enhance the Library.

   We are always looking for new ways to make money to give to the Library. We began a new project just before
   the holidays that uses a software program to identify the value of books. Those worth $10 or more are being
   shipped to a company that will sell them on eBay for us.  We receive half the profits minus the shipping. 
   Based on the experience of nearby libraries, we expect this to be a profitable venture.  

   Our next fundraiser is the silent basket auction which runs from February 1-15. Please stop in and bid. Our
   annual spring book sale is April 25-27. Please keep those donations coming. We accept books (in good
   condition), DVDs, CDs, audio books, puzzles, and games.

   Annual Meeting-Monday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the library


