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Celebrating 90 Years
1925—2015

T
he Oxford Public Library began when Mrs. 
Nellie Slayton, who passed away in 1901 — 
gave a vacant lot, located on Hovey Street to 
the Christian Church.  When the church later 

disbanded, the money from the sale of the lot was 
set aside to purchase a dwelling for a public library, 
pending the vote of the residents to financially 
support having a library in Oxford.  

In 1925 the Christian—Slayton Public Library 
was established in what is known as the Veteran’s 
Building in Downtown Oxford.  

In 1927 the voters of Oxford approved a library 
millage to support library services. The new 
Township Library Board was formed shortly 
thereafter.  In 1939 the Library purchased what was 
believed to be one of Oxford’s first homes that were 
built in 1840. They paid just $1,000 for the dwelling 
located at 3 Mechanic Street. 

A simple black and white sign was built at that time 
and hung on the front of the new Library where it 
remained until the late 1960s when the home was 
razed to allow for “economic progress.” 
 
The original Christian—Slayton Public Library sign 
and the original fireplace screen with the letters 
“CSL” on the front of it that once sat in front of the 
historic stone fireplace at the Christian—Slayton 
Public Library on Mechanic Street has been under 
the care and preservation of the Northeast Oakland 
Historical Society and Museum until Monday, 
December 1, 2014, when in their delicate state, they 
were returned home to the Oxford Public Library to 
be part of the Smithsonian Exhibition, The Way We 
Worked.  Both now adorn the grand fireplace at the 
new public library on Pontiac Street.    

A Tribute to Our Leadership
Duane Salswedel, President

Only the highest level of respect and integrity is 
reserved for longtime Oxford resident, Duane 
Salswedel, who has been elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Oxford Public Library for over three 
decades.  There have been only five individuals who 
have served Oxford as Head Librarian since 1925.  
Three librarians have proudly served Oxford in this 
capacity during Mr. Salswedel’s tenure as President: 
Renwick Garypie, Judith A. Doublestein, and Bryan 
J. Cloutier.    

Transforming Tomorrow, Preserving our Past, & 
Enriching Lives Today!  This is what we do at the 
Oxford Public Library.     

Our Head Librarians 

c. 2007 - Present    
#5 Bryan J. Cloutier
 Library Director & CEO

c. 1984 - 2007     
#4 Judith A. Doublestein 
 Library Director

c. 1976 - 1984  
#3 Renwick Garypie 
 Library Director

c. 1942 - 1976 
#2 Lillian Crawford 
 Librarian 

c. 1925 - 1942    
#1 Margaret Duff 
 Librarian

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today
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Vote for your favorite pumpkin!
Come to the library 
October 19th through the 
30st and vote for your 
favorite pumpkin creation. 
All votes will go into a 
drawing for a chance to win a pumpkin pie 
(drawing October 30). The pumpkins will 
be crafted by the Oxford Public Library staff 
and will be on display in the Adult Services 
Area. All ages are welcome to vote (one vote 
per person please).

Art Exhibit: Vintage Postcards
September, October, 
November
Come to the Adult 
Services area to explore 
nostalgic America with 
this charming display of prints of vintage 
postcards.  From Wish You Were Here to 
historical buildings you’ll be sure to find 
something to tickle your fancy.

Michigan’s American Indian 
History: A collision of cultures 
from pre-white contact through 
European arrival
Monday, September 28 
7:00 p.m.
The Oxford Public Library in 
concert with the Northeast 
Oakland Historical Society is 
honored to welcome  
Dr. Bruce A Rubenstein, historian, lecturer 
and author to the Oxford Public Library. 
Dr. Rubenstein is hailed as one of  
Michigan’s most respected authorities in 
Michigan and Native American History.  
Professor of History at The University of 
Michigan—Flint, he holds a Ph.D., M.A.  
and B.A. all from Michigan State University.  
His research includes: Michigan history, 
Sports history, American Indians and the 
American West; and Political History. His talk 
will cover, but not be limited to, white images, 
government policies, and philanthropy in 
regard to Indians and the dynamics of the 
history of Native Americans from before white  
contact to the arrival of the Europeans.

Facts & Figures

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364  3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769 
April 17,546   51   1,688  1,539  102   29   1,482 
May 15,501   23   241  1,398  4,982   73   1,230 
June 24,093   52   1,167  1,612  102   73   4,398 
FYTD Totals 111,389 303 14,693 9,464 15,677 458 12,181
Percent Change 2  19  138  (4) 338  (23)  4

2014 Data        
January  17,468   43  704  1,572   390   93  1,466 
February   16,895   40   599  1,674   24   87   1,622
March 20,013   54   776  1,824  103   146   1,757
April 18,233   45   1,333  1,694  14   107   1,837 
May 15,426   24   286  1,428  498   68   1,774 
June 21,635   48   2,481 1,675  2,551   91   3,279  
FYTD Totals 109,670 254 6,179 9,867 3,580 592 11,735

Something for Everyone
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Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

Commemorative donations were 
recently given to the Library’s 
Endowment Fund:

In Memory of Daniel Kelley,  
donation received from Jan Overley

Thank you to:

Buffalo Wild Wings

Eva’s Dairy Café

Hungry Howie’s Pizza

Idle Awhile Coffee Shop

McDonald’s of Lake Orion

Merge Art Studio

Rainforest Café

Wendy’s 

for their generous donations to the 
Youth Summer Reading Program. 

Thank you to Jimmy John’s for their 
donation of sandwiches for our “The 
History of the Sandwich” program.
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All programs are held in the Rotary Room 
unless otherwise noted. Register online,  
in person at the adult reference desk, or  
by calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

**Visiting Michigan Cider Mills
Monday, September 14
7:00 p.m.
Did you know Michigan 
is home to more than 
a hundred cider mills? 
Southeast Michigan is fortunate to have 
several cider mills in our community, each 
one offering the visitor a different  
experience. Local writer and cider mill 
enthusiast, Michael Dwyer, will highlight 
these local treasures to help make the  
most your visit. A cider tasting will conclude 
the evening.

‘tangled Pumpkin – Make ‘n Take
September 28 – October 10
Stop by the Adult 
Services Reference 
Desk and try your hand 
at creating this festive 
zentangled pumpkin.  
Supplies and instructions are  
available while supplies last.

**101 Things That Happened on 
the Mackinac Bridge 
Monday, October 5
7:00 p.m.
Author Michael Fornes 
will provide us with an 
entertaining, informative 
presentation about Michigan’s iconic  
five-mile span that has seen historic,  
tragic, and hilarious events.

** THESE PROGRAMS PAID FOR BY 
FUNDS PROVIDED BY THE OXFORD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FRIENDS

MORE Michigan Oddities
Wednesday, November 4
7:00 p.m.
Get ready to plan your 
next road trip!  
Ron Rademacher, 
storyteller and author, 
will entertain you with some of Michigan’s 
unique destinations and historic oddities. 
 

Flash Fiction Writing Workshop: 
A Flash in The Pan and Voila!
Tuesday, November 10
6:30 p.m. 
Author and teacher 
Gloria Nixon-John will 
define flash fiction, 
and she will show you 
how to create flash fiction from bits of 
what you have, or from scratch. This 
workshop is for beginners as well as 
seasoned writers.  It will delve into both 
the structure, and craft, of flash fiction.   
Poets, essayists, memoirists, fiction, and  
non-fiction writers will gain from this 
workshop. OPL wishes to thank  
Ms. Nixon-John for generously  
providing this workshop gratis. 
 

Quilled Holiday Card
Monday, November 16
7:00 p.m.
Learn quilling 
techniques and create 
a beautiful card.  What 
you learn can be used 
to add style to any gift tag,  
package or holiday greeting.

Book Bingo
September 15, October 20, 
November 17
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Play traditional 
bingo and win 
books. Bring 
a friend or 
neighbor, this 
fun-loving group  
welcomes new players.
 
BYOB (Bring Your 
Own Book)
Thursday, October 1
6:30 p.m.
By the Fireplace 
in the Adult 
Services Room
Be ready to  
share your favorite book and we’ll 
have a few of our own to share.  
Create a bookmark with your 
chosen favorites for a customized 
reading list.

Downloadable Books  
Download Audiobooks, eBooks, 
and More Anytime, Anywhere!
Check out 
and download 
free ebooks, 
audiobooks, 
music and  
videos with 
your Oxford Public Library card, 
available 24/7 at tln.lib.overdrive.
com.  Questions? We will be 
happy to help you  
get started.

Upcoming Adult Programs
MI Libraries for Life
Week of October 5th
Do you still need to sign 
up to be an organ donor?  
We’re partnering with 
Michigan Libraries for Life 
so you can sign up at  
the library.
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Mut Lab Lock-In 
(Grades 6-12 only)
Friday, October 9
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Glow in the Dark –make mazes, play games, solve 
clues, eat food, meet friends, and have fun!
Registration and a completed parent permission 
slip are required to attend. Space is limited so register early.

Teen Lego™ Club
6th-12th grade 
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
September 15 and 29. October 13 and 20, 
November 3 and 17
Registration required, space is limited.
Different themes every week, for you to build individually, and in 
group challenges. 

Not Squared
For grades 6-8 only
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
September 17, October 1, October 15, 
November 12
Registration required, space is limited.
You may sign up for any or all of the sessions.
“Not home, Not school,” but somewhere you can come to talk about 
great books, do community service projects, make friends and 
perhaps find yourself. These are the books we will discuss at each 
session, so please check one out and read it before the date listed, 
then bring it with you to the meeting. Please allow enough time to 
request a book once all our copies are checked out.

September 17: Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix

October 1: When you Reach Me by Rebecca Stead

October 15:Travel Team by Mike Lupica

November 12: Schooled by Gordon Korman

“Interstellar Factions” Training Academy 
November 23 – December 16. 
Registration required.
Take part in this mini reading program by 
reading and reviewing books, coming to events 
and doing game board activities, all of which  
will earn you tickets. On December 17 there will be a prize drawing 
for movie passes to the Oxford 7 so you can watch StarWars™ 
Episode 7! Events include make your own mini planetoid, space 
ship races and puzzle posters. 
 
Creative Writing Group
For High School age students in 
grades 9-12 only 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
September 23, October 21, November 18
Registration required.
Do you enjoy writing for fun? Are you a poet, or novelist in the 
making? Share your writing with other like-minded high school age 
students and also perhaps learn some new skills. Bring a positive, 
encouraging attitude with you, snacks and notebooks will be 
provided. ☺ 
 
Teen Crafternoons 
Saturdays 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
September 19, October 17, November 21
No registration required
Just come to the Teen department and be a 
maker, until our supplies run out.

  Ongoing Community Service Projects 
  Eyeglasses collection: One of our Teen volunteers, Gargi, is 
  collecting eyeglasses to donate to the students at her dad’s  
  former school in India later this year, and the Teen department is 
  serving as a collection point for this worthwhile project. 

  Blankets for Veterans: Join us to make knotted fringe blankets 
  which will then be distributed to local veterans to keep them  
  warm in the winter. And if you can knit or crochet how about  
  making some squares?

Teen Programs ~ Fall 2015
Programs are for teens in grades 6-12
Registration for all these programs starts September 1
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Teen Reading Week 

 

October 18-24
Enter our Teen Reading Week 2015 competition to design a 
bookmark to promote Teen Reading at OPL. You can use any 
materials and techniques you like, such as markers and paper, felt, 
or duct tape, but it must be usable as a bookmark inside a book 
(so don’t make it too thick). Prizes will be awarded in the following 
categories: Most colorful, Best use of unusual materials, 
Best message, Staff favorite. All entries to be submitted to the 
Teen desk during library hours from October 17 through October 
24. Winners will be announced on October 30. Judges decisions 
are final. Entry forms online and at the Teen desk.

Saturday Movies Matinee–Drop in  
Saturday, September 12 
2:00 p.m. 
Maze Runner 

Saturday, October 10
2:00 p.m. 
City of Ember  

Saturday, November 14 
2:00 p.m. 
X Men First Class

  Preparing for College?
  High school Juniors and Seniors - we have 
  many ACT, SAT and AP study guides at the 
  library for you to borrow. You also have 
  access to free online practice exams for ACT, 
  SAT and AP exams, through the Learning Express database, 
  provided by the Michigan eLibrary. Make use of all the resources 
  we have for you, just come and talk to one of the Teen librarians 
  or use the website www.miopl.org 

Teen Advisory Board:
Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
September 24, October 22, Nov 19
What do you want in your Teen area? Bring us your ideas for 
programs, community service projects and learn some of what 
goes on behind the scenes. TAB members suggested the Lego 
club and Crafternoon Box.

  Things To Do At The Library

  Make it Your Teen Space
  During the fall a tree will be ‘growing’ in the Teen magazine  
  room. You are invited to fill out a leaf with either the title of a  
  great book, your hopes for after high school, your wishes,  
  dreams or something you really want to achieve in life.   
  All leaves will be anonymous so you can be honest.

  Crafternoon Box
  Do you have some free time after school that 
  you want to put to creative use? Come and 
  see what is in the Teen craft box and make 
  something unique! We will change out the 
  supplies frequently to keep you thinking.

Thank You So Much:
Our dedicated Teen volunteers continue to put 
in many hours at the library, helping in all the 
departments. They were especially generous 
with their time during the summer.  We 
appreciate your assistance very much.

Thank you to the OPL Friends for continuing their financial support 
of your Teen programs, including the purchase of the teen Lego.

  All our Teen programs are for young people in grades 6 -12 only. 
  Registration is required for the programs indicated. We offer 
  programs on a variety of days and times to accommodate as 
  many teen schedules as possible. Parents - please make other 
  arrangements for younger siblings so that the Teens can enjoy their 
  library activities with their peers, without babysitting. Thank You.
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Fall into Books! 
Youth Department - All programs are FREE!

Weekly Programs, registration required
Register in person, online at www.MiOPL.org or by phone at  
(248) 628-3034.
Registration for Session 1 begins August 24 and for Session 2 
begins October 5.

Bitty Bops  
(babies under age 2, with an adult lap) 
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 14 through October 5 
Session 2: October 19 through November 30  
(no class November 23)
Babies like stories and music too!  This program 
includes songs, nursery rhymes, fingerplays and 
short stories with your baby.  We want this to be 
a special time for you and your baby, so please 
make other arrangements for siblings.

Toddler Time 
(ages 24 months – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Session 1: September 15 through October 13
Session 2: October 20 through December 1 
(no class November 24)
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes, and activities with your toddler. We 
want to make this a special time for you and your toddler so please 
make other arrangements for siblings. 

Preschool Storytime 
(ages 3 – 5 years) 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Session 1: September 17 through October 15
Session 2: October 22 through December 3 
(no class November 26)
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays & rhymes.  Children 
should be able to listen independently for this class.  This is a great 
introduction for children to being in a group and following directions.

After-School Adventures 
(grades K-2)
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m. ***New Day***
Session 1: September 16 through October 14
Session 2: October 21 through December 2 
(no class November 25)
Listen to stories and be creative with arts and  
crafts and other activities

Lego® Club 
(grades 3-5)
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  ***New Day***
Session 1: September 17 through October 15 
Session 2: October 22 through December 3 
(no class November 26)
Build amazing creations every week!  Each week 
you will have a different task to build something fun.

  Drop-in Programs, no registration needed

  Wee Wednesdays, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3)
  Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
  Session 1: September 16 through October 14
  Session 2: October 21 through December 2 
  (no class November 25)
  Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this storytime for  
  all ages.

  Teddy Tales, all ages 
  (Adult lap for children under 3) 
  Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. ***New Day and Time***
  Session 1: September 16 through October 14
  Session 2: October 21 through December 2 
  (no class November 25)
  Wear your PJs if you like and listen to stories, songs, rhymes  
  and more!
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September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
Bring a parent and sign up for your own library card! Show  
your new card to the staff at the Youth Desk and we will give  
you a special library card holder.

Trick or Treat: Candy and Crafts (All ages)
Saturday, October 24, between 10:00 a.m.  
and 4:00 p.m.
Drop-in, no registration required
Drop by the Library and trick-or-treat around 
all the departments to show off your costumes!  
While you are here, stop by the Youth Department 
to make and take a Halloween craft project.

Magic Show – Halloween Magic with 
Eugene Clark (All ages)
Monday, October 19, 6:30 p.m.
Drop-in, no registration required
Eugene Clark brings his haunted magic to the 
library for a spooky show with lots of laughs.   
He’ll need help from the monsters in the  
audience for this exciting show.

Gingerbread Houses (All ages with an adult helper)
Saturday, December 12
Session 1: 10:30 a.m.
Session 2: 12:00 Noon
Session 3:  1:30 p.m.
Registration is required and begins November 30.
Get into the holiday spirit and bring a grown-up to help 
you build a gingerbread house with graham crackers, 
frosting and candies!

Special Programs 
(registration required when noted)

Miniature Motorways: Demolition Derby  
(Ages 4 and up)
Saturday, November 14, 2:00 p.m. 
Registration is required and begins October 5
Come race miniature slot-cars and try to be  
the last car standing in this demolition derby 
race. You’ll get to race miniature replica cars  
on a multi-lane racetrack using a remote  
control.  Each race lasts 1-2 minutes, so you 
can race again and again. If you love cars and racing or you just 
want to try something new, this exciting event is for you.
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Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:                         Closed

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 16, 2015
Wednesday, October 21, 2015
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

What do the Friends do?
The Friends of the Oxford Public Library raise funds to help support library programs and activities.  
Recently we raised approximately $135 from two fundraisers, Wojo’s and a Mini Book Sale.  We were also 
pleasantly surprised to receive a check from Benson Ford, Jr. for $2,500.  With this generous donation we 
were able to purchase a disc repair machine for the Library.

Upcoming events: Annual Membership Meeting Wednesday, October 28 from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Look 
for us at the Scarecrow Festival October 10 for a purse and jewelry fundraiser event.  Our large Used Book 
Sale is scheduled for Wednesday, October 28—Saturday, October 31.  Friends preview night Wednesday, 
October 28 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  General public sale hours will be Thursday, October 29 from 10:00 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday, October 30 and Saturday, October 31 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Secretary

Ms. Patrice Bono

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Trustee

Ms. Brenda Washington

Trustee

Ms. Randi Saunders

Trustee

Ms. Lyn Klages


